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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Shall the Precedents Be Followed, or Shall
the People Be Ignored?

The Question of Amending the Constitution of the State is the
Burning Issue Before the People, Who Demand That the
Work of the Convention be Submitted to Them for Rati-
fication or Rejection—The Uniform and Unbroken Cus-

tom for Seventy Years.

The cuestion of amending the pres-
ent Constitution of Virginia Is the
burning issue now before the people of
the State. The general consensus of
opinion Is in favor of the amendment
of that monster imposition upon the
people, but the mpode of accomplighing
this end has evolved wide divergence of
opinlon. We favoer the pilan of sub-
mitting the new constitution to a vote
of the PEODPLE for ratification or re-
jectlon, and we feel fortificd by two
considerations of overwhelming foree—
first, an ablding faith In the intelll-
gence and capuaeity of the people to de-
terimine the matter for themselves—Iin-
deed, their RIGUT to be {inal arbiters
in the premlsces; and, secondly, the
uniform custom in Virginin, for Lhe
last goventy wyears, of submitliog
now constitutlons to o vole of the
PlEOPLI for FINAL ACTION. A
glonee gl the records relating Lo these
congtitutional amendments will be ase-
il In enlightening our minds as to the
custom which hog prevalled in Virginin
upon the subject for the past seventy
years, nnd we think we tan do no bet-
ter than to follow in this line of safe
precedent s,

The Vieginla Convenllon of 18528-'20,
In the preamble o the Constitution
prepared by i, recited lts powers upon
the mode of procosding to adopl o new
congtitution ¢

AN, wher
of Virginin,

5 the General Assembly
sct passed on the
IMh duy of ¢y In the year of
our Lo ind elght hundred
and twenty-nine, entltled 'An act to
organize o convention, dld  authorize
sanmd provide for the clection, by the
people, of delegates and representa-
tives 1o miect and assemble in general
conventlon, at the Capltol in the ety
of Richmond, on the first Monday in
Oetober, In the yenr last afpresald, to
conshler, discusa, and propose o now
constitution, or alterations and amend-
menis of the existing Constitution of
ihis Commonwenlth, TO 1317 SUUBMIT-
TED TO THIE PEOPLI, and to be by
THIEEM ratified or rejecled,’

“We, therefore, the delegates and
representatives of the good people of
Virginia, clected and in convention as-
sembled, (n pursuance’ of the said act
of Assenibly, do submit and propose
tn the PEOPLE the following nmendad
congtitution and form of government
for this Commonwealth; that is Lo say:
['Then follows the eonstitution recom-
mended,  See pages 35 to 45 of the Code
of Virginia of 1519.] A

On the same day that the enrolled
constitution was signed by the presl-
dent and seerctory of the conventlon,
to-wit: on the Iith of January, 18530,

the et ention ordered as follows;
“O1t IED, That the vpresident of
the convention do ecertify o true copy

of the amended
General Asser

constitution to the
bly now In sesslon; and
thal the Generial Assembly he and they
are herehy uested to make any ad-
ditlonzl provisions by law, which may
he necessary nnd proper for submit-
ting the same to the VOTERS thereby
qualified to vote for members of the
General Assembly at the next Apell
elections, and for organizing the gov-
ernment under the nmended constitu-
tion, in ecase it shall be approved and
ratified by such VOTERS."” Page 46,
Code of 1510,

And at the {oot of that order, and
on the =ame page, Is the following
slatement:

“On the 12th Tebruary, 1820, an act
of Assembly was passed, under which
thas amended econstitution was suhmit-
ted to the VOTERS qualified thereby
10 vele for membera of the General
Assembly. for THEIR RATIFICATION
ar REJECTION., Upon examination of
the polls, it appearing to the executive
that n majority of the votes glven was
for ratifying the amended constitution,
that fact wns made known TO THE
PEOPLIE hy n proclamation bearing
date the 15t Aday of July, 1830; in the
proclamation the anmber of votes was
staled to be 20.055 for the rn:lllcntlor‘l,
and 15665 against il

That eonvention wns a very able and
patriotic body, and so far as we know
there was perfect unanimity in the pol-
iey of submitting the constitution to
the PEOPLE for riatification or rejec-
tlon. )

The next Constitutionnl Conventlon
in Virginin was held in 1550 to amend
the congtitution of 1820, It pursucd the
sames.course In regard to submitting
the new constitutlon to n vote of the
PEOPLE that had been adopted by the
convention of 1830. The closing para-
graph of the sreamble to the new con-
stitution was as follows:

“We, therefore, the delegatea of the
good people of Virginia, elected and in
convention assembled, in pursuance of
fnid nets, do propose to the PROPLI
the following constitution and form of
govarnment for this Commeonwealth.”
Code of 1560, page 38,

This amended constitution was rati-
fied by the PEOPLE on the fourth
Thursday In October, 1851. Code of
1860, page 35.

That was also o very able and pa-
triatic body,

We only now and here refer tp the

Alexandria Conventlon of 1864 to show

that we have traced these proceedings
‘nitheir order. That body i= unworthy
of further notlee—a mere abortion, so
fgr a= the people of the State were
concerned,

', The next State Conventlon fn order
wnd 2 Underwood Convention that
pdopted the constilution under which

OProsITION  TO

wo are now living, and have been sinoe
1869,  That eonvention wus not called
lintn existenca by the people of Vir-
ginla, but waa crepted by acts of Con-
gress, 1n its preamble to the constitu-
tion, the eanvention “'proposed fo the
PEOPLE" the constitutlon known as
the Underwood Constitution, but the
acts of Congress, creating the conven-
tlon, limited the right to vote to “the
people of Virginia qualified o vote
under the provisions of sald aets' Ae-
cordingly, that constitution wns sub-
mitied to o vole of the people g0 quadi-
fledd on the Gth of July, 1860, and [t was
rutifled nnd became effective on and
aftér that dar, Sa thal even the lin-
derwond  Constitution preserved the
semblance of deference (o the PEOPLID
nnd submitled to THEM the ndoption
ur rejection of the instrument.

It thus appears that, for seventy
years, the uniform and unbroken cus-
tom of submitting new constitutions to
& vote of the PEOPLE for ratifleation
or rejecilon has been observed In Vire-
ginla. Why vary or abhandon this cua-
tom? ARE WE AFRAID TO TRUST
THE PEOPLI? Are the people less
capable of enfightened judgment and
patrlotle actlon now than herelofore?
Tn denving to them the right to pass
upan these vidal matlers, are we not
striking o fatal blow at the fundamen-
tal basis of o government hy the peo-
ple? Whnt havm ean result from our
following the twecodents set before us
for the Inst sevenly vears? All con-
siderations of nrudence and wisdom
wonld seem Lo point to the policy of
submitting the work of the convention
in n vote of the PROPLIE for ralifica-
tion or rejection. Our best gafely rests
In that course,

PORTO RICAN LEGISLATION.

TARIFF BILL,
GAINING STRENGTH.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot)
Washiggton, Mareh 23, —The Repuh-
liean caucus commitlee of the Senate
Lo-day authorized Senntor Foraker in
definite tertns Lo propose the separation
of the tariff fenture from the DPorto
tiean governmental bill and te at-
tempt Lo pass the House tavift hitl
without amendment. The program is
Lo vote down all amendments If possl-
ble to do so, and puss the bill as it
comes frome the MHouse wilhout any
changes whatever,

There was o disposition manifested
to placate the free traders by making

various amendments o the govern-
mental blil. The tarlff advoentes have
gone so far as to draft amendments

to that measin'e which are Intended
bith to corvecl administrative defects
In the Iouse bill and also te meet
many of the objections to the Fouse
tariff mensure. Ope of these amend-
menis looks to the enlargement of the
free trade list so as 1o inelude most of
the articles of export in which the con-
stituents of the free trade Senators are
Intocesied. There s also s proposition
looking to the entire removal of the
duty on articles from the United States
golng Into Porto Rico, )

One member of the commillee stated
that it was the purpose of the com-
mittee to ask every day that a time be
set for taking a voie, thus placing the
responsibliity for any delay that might
oceur upon the freo traders.

The element in the Republican ranks
in the Senate favoring free 4rade with
Porto Rico deeclded at a conforence to-
day te oppose any action looking to an
enrly vote and to ‘ask for further tUme
in caee the aquestion should ecome up.
About ten Senators were present, They
wore unanimously of the opinlon that
dalay mennt mains for their cnuse In
the publie good will and In the Senate,
A eanvass of the Ropublican Senators
was made with the result, it was
stated, that 15 could be found who
would oppose hasty action. Of these
It was stated that ten were unalterably
opposed fo a tariff on our commerce
with Porto Rico.

FREE SILVER REPUBLICANS.
CHAIRMAN TOWNE CALLS NA-
TIONAL CONVENTION,

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pllot.)

Duiuth, Minn, March 20--Chalrman
Charles A. Towne, of the National Com-
mnitice of the Sllver Revublican party,
hags issued a call for a na‘lonai con-
vention of the party to meet in the
Coate's Opera Houge, ol Kuansas City,
AMop.. at 12 o'clock noon Thursday, July
4, 1900, to place In nomination eandi-
dates for I'resident and Vice-President
of the United States, and for such other
business ng may properly come up.

A cordial invitation to attend is ex-
tended *“to ail electora In the United
Siates. who in 1806, left the Republican
party because of the abandonment by
that party of Its traditional policy of
bimetallism; and also to all present
members of that organization which,
by its adontion of the gold standard,
by its retirement of the greenbacks, by
It surrender to bnnks of the govern-
ment funation of issuing money, and by
its other numerous acts of recreancy

{10 the principles and traditlons of thel

best days of the Republicen aarty,
have heéen convinead that_the nariy af
Lincoln no longer cxists, ¢nd who a'e
prepared to recognlze the dutles of
patriot!sm as superior to all party ob-
ligations, : 3

COLONEL PLUMER
FORCED BACK

The Boers Compel Him to Retire
to Old Position.

GENERAL FRENCH FIGHTING

Lord Methuen Skirmishing With tho Doers
and Although In SufMelont Force 1le
Fins Not Advanced Theso Five Danys—
Gonernl Bullor Stationnry in Natnl—

Boers Floeking to the Transvaal Stand-

ard -Roer Commandent Is Isolating Col-

onel Plumer's Foreo — Lord Ituherllu'

Largo Ariny.

_(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)

London, March 24.—4:15 n. m.—Lord
Roberts' maln army continue waiting
al Blocmfonteln. The sentintental in-
terest In the fate of Mafeking has in-
tensified with Colonel Plumer's forced
retirement to Crocodlle Pools, where he
was two months ago,

Reliel from the nerth now dwindles
to improbability.

Lord Methuen Is skirmishing with the
Boera at Warrenton, 167 miles nway.
Although seemingly in force sufficlent
to do pretty much as he likes, Jhie has
not advanced these five days, It ls
hoped that his military administration
has a pleasunt surprise in preparation

THE STARS AND STRIPES FOR PRILIPPINE SUEUOI;S._

WALTER COTTON
THE MURDERER

In Jail at Emporia and Protected
by the Milifary.

HE MAKES A CONFESSION

The Nogro Relates How Ho Killed Justice
Saunders nnd Constablo (Welton Thurs-
dauy Morning — Infurlnted Citlzens of
Greenwich County Thirst for His Blood
—If Not Lynched Ie Will be Brought to
Portamouth,Ite-sentenced to be Hanged

and Die for the Murvder of Wyanll.

(Speelal to The Virginlan-Pllot.)

Sullolk, Va.,, March 23.—Under sen-
tence of death in Portemouth ‘and the
known slayer of at least four men,
Wualter Cotton, & noted negro desper-
ado, was captured this morning one
and a half miles from Stony Creelk,
Vit. With his alleged assoclates in
erime, Cotton to-night lies In jail at
Emporin, Va.,, under the protection of
State militla, which arrived this after-
ncon from Richmond te prevent o
threatened lynching, Hurricane Branch
zald this afternoon that the people of
Emporin were cowards If they dld not
Iynch Cotton to-night. He thought
the people of Portsmouth would not
see him, But that was before State

The misslon of Colonel Allen C. Bakewell to Porto Rico last November

distributing flags prov
“land proved so
the Philippines.

the Philippine schools,

Ided by Lafayette post to tha public schools of the is-
successful that the post promptly decided to supply flags for

The Porto Ricans recelved the flags with sole
tion of the action of the post In sending them.

mn apprecin-
Having provided 260 flags for

the committce on flag presantation applied to the secra-

tary of war for permission to distribute them In the territory under Unlted

Btates control.

In granting permission Secretary Root stated that it would

pleass the government If the number of flags should be Increased to 400. This
was done, and the flags were forwarded In December to army headquarters at
Maniln. With the sanction of the secretary of war the flags were conslgned to
General Otis, accompanied by a request on the part of the post, which Secre-
tary Root indorsed favorably, that Colonel John W. French, Twenty-third in-

fantry, serving in the Phillppines,
Aistributing the flags.

act as aspecial eommlsslonar of the post in
Colonel French, whose portrait is here shown, is a
comrade of Lafayette post, which he joined in 1886.

He has served in the reg-

ular army eontinuously since 1861, when he was promoted from the ranks of
the Seventh New Yorl militla to a lleutenancy in the LEighth regulars,

for the Britizhers by ralslng the slege
with a strong column of cavalry and
artillery detouring to Mafeliing while
commandant Snyman s drawn oft to
cngage Colonel Plumer,

General French's cavalry and mount-
ed Infantry, aceording to a rumor, are

tein. This suggests more Boer bad
news, na Commanidant Olivier's com-
mando with two thousand wagons, is
reported on the Basutoland frontier,
toiling northward toward Kroonstadt,
vin Ladybrand. This enormous wagon
triin is supposed 1o be moving twenty-
five miles o day.

Gienersl  French's  cavalry posts
stretelh from Bloemiontein eastward to
the mountains.

GGenernl Buller has not yet moved in
Nninl. t

The Tighth Divislon will go direct
to Bloemfontein,

A LARGE ARMY.

Lord Roherts' effective disposable at
the fromd 4en days hence will be, it is
estimated, 70,000 men, with ths easy
pnesibility of moving eastward, foreing
the Hoers to evacunts the Bleggarshery
rangs, and joining hands with Genernl
Butler before continuing the promen-
adM to Pretoria.

ISOLATING PLUMER.

London, March 24—A dispatch to the
Daily News from Lourenzo Marques,
dated Friday, says:

“It is reported here from DPretorin
that Commandant Eloft is laolating
Colonel Plumer's: forces near Gaber-
ONeE,

COL. PLUMER FORCED BACK,

London, March 23.—Col, Plumer ap-
parently retired to CGrocodlle Pools, and

Continued on Page 6,

flehting somewhere cast of Bloemfon- 8 It did,

troops arvlved, The lynching will be a
harder matter to pull off now,
HOW IT STARTED.

The arrest is the outcome of the as-
snssinatlon yesterday of Justlee Saun-
ders und Constable Welton, following,

several hold robberies, cul-
minating In (he daring burglary of Mr,
and Mrs, John R. Grizzard's bedcham.
ber, when the two victims were Ikilled
In the robbers’ rendezvous, u sectuded
cabin in the woods, and the long-hair-
ed white man, whose name he has not
told, had been arrested, it was thought
that the large posse of armed cltizens
hud surrounded Cotton, and his  es-
cipe was Impossible, But the erlmin-
ul cunning which has  earried him
through safely herctofores had not de-
egerted him, and Cotton broke through
the Hne, Tor a time the posse was
nonplussed,
WIRED FOR BRANCH.

Hurrleane Branch, whe had been on
another trial, was wired at Gray's
Mill, a dozen miles away., FHe left for
the scene with a palr of horses, One
of them gave out, but another
pressed into service, and he arvived In
due thme. Some members of the pur-
suing party had been  drinking, and
others were too excited to be valuable,

Al Tmporia three or four colored
cltizens trled to send the posse on the
wrong course by glving them fralse
leads. A citlzen of Weldon, N. C., who
iz called “Uncle Sam's,'"'proved the un-
reliability of the Informatlon by fol-
lowing one of the free tips with his
tinod hounds.

Cotton acemed to have dodged his
pursucrs again, A telegram was ro-
celved nbout 11 o'clock from Jarratt's,
suying thot & negro answering Cotton’s

Continued on Page 6.
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=peatenand no disasls
The Commonwailth's witnesses were |

Should be Submitted to Popular Vote—They Desire the
People to be the Final Arbiters. '

Certnin Journuals, not lerctofore In
sympathy with the Democratle party
and iis platform adopted at Chicago,
having persizstently endeavorkd (o place
the leading party men and politiclans
of this vity und the State In the posi-
tion of opposing a convention for the
revision of the State Constitution,
therefore, thoe Virginian-Pllot, as a
Democeratie paper, felt called upon, In
Justlee 1o the well-known Democrats
affected und in the intercst of the
party, to give them an opportunity of
expressing thelr sentiments and views
on the matter.

Every office-holder and candldate for
office will be given an opportunity to
express themeselves: on this subject,
HSovernl were soen yesterday with the
following result:

FON. . BROOKS JOHNSTON.

AMayor . Brooks Jphnston wns scen
at his office. Mo sald: 1 om most em-
phatically in favor of the Constitution-
al Convention, and believe that the
delegintes to the Stite Democratle Con-
vention, (o be held here May 2d, ehould
b Instructed to mako it o party meas-
ure, but not without also requiring the
conventlon to arrange for placing lts
work before the peaple for thelr rat-
Weation or  rejectlon.  The  people
shonld say whether they like the
changes or not. 1 have yel to liear of
the first elty ofMelal against the con-
ventlon, and all want it submitted to
the peaple.*

CAPT. W, W. DEY.

Capt. W, W Dey was next seen. He,
too, favored a conventlon and favored
i gubmisslon to the people of the now
eonstitution, Capt. Dey sald: I am
thoroughly In fuvor of the Conatitu-
tional Conventlon aud the submission
af Ha recommendations to the people
for them to accept or reject, as the
mijority of the voters deem best for
the Intercsts of wll. It I8 a matter of
the people, and theirs Is the right to
declde”

CITY TREASURER HERMAN.

Alr, Herman was found at his office,

but sald his mind was full ot the cares
of his eandidacy, and he had not co
sldered tho question, hence he begged
to be excused from expresging any,
opinion on the matter of a Conatitu-
tional Conventlon or submission of its
work to the people.
CHIEF OF POLICBJK!ZER—.

Chief Kizer, upon belng Interviewe
said he strongly favored the Const
tutional Convention. the maklng of its
actlon a sirlct party measure and thi
submission of Its work to the people.
He belleved thf: correct thing 'to do
to submit evely matter of great im
portance to the direct vote of the peo-
plo. :

MR, JAMES I. DUNCAN..

Mr. James I, Duncan was met on tha -
street  and briefly interviewed. 'Ha
stated that he had heard a great dea
nbout Tonstitutional Conventlon an
revision of the State Constitution, bu
he confessed he did not kilow whereln
It was defective or In need of revialon
On the matter of submisslon of th
action of the Constitutlonal Conventlor
to the people he first thought the ma
ter might properly be left to the Leg
Islature, but finally concluded that thae
recommendations of the conventlon
should be ratifled or rejected by a di-
rect vote of the people.

CLERIX OF COURTS ROYSTER. ;

Clerk of Courta Royster, when inter~
viewed, stated that he had been very,
busy of lnte rnd could not express him-
self as to the necessity or desirabllity
of revislon of the State Constlitution -
or the holding of & Constitutional Con- ¢
vention. He siid that If a Constitu-
tional Conventlon is held he thought
the result of its delliberations should be
submitled to the people for thelr op-"
proval or disapproval. =

MR. JAMES RARKLEY,

AMr. James Barkley, candldate for |
City Sergeant, was found at his place -
of business, He sald he is firmly-in
favor of a Constitutional Conventlo
wants it made 4 parly measure, and
wunts all proposed changes submitted
to o direct vote of the people; then let |
the people approve or reject as the ma-
Jority may determine. :

KENTUCILY SUSPECTS.

ON TRIAL FOIL ABETTING ASSAS-
SINATION OF GOEBEL.

(By Telezraph to Virginlan-Pllot.)

Frankrort, Ky, Mareh 20.—The pre-
Hminavy examipation of Seeretary of
State Caleb Powers, eharged with nhet-
tng the assasalnation of  William
Goebel, began  to-day before Judge
Muoore. The court-liouse waa guarded
inside und out by militia and scores of
deputy sherlits, armed with Winches-
ter rifles, Lo prevent possible inter-
ferance  from “mountalneers,” who
were reported on' thelr way to Franl-
fort, but thelr prescuce wis unnoces-
sary, as the eountninieers falled to ap-

called, numbering 40,
in the list.

The witnesses to-day  Included
Warden K. P. Lillard, Detectlve Arm-
strong, Sherlff Bosworth, of TFayette
county, who arrested Seeretary Powers,
and Captain John Davia and Sllas
Jones, of Whitely county, wha Is now
under bonds choarvged with complielty
In the murder.

The testimony tended o show Lthatl
the =hots eame from that section of
the Executlve bullding which Seeretary
Powers' oflice ls located, althéugh no
one swaore that the shols were from
the secratary's office.

GOLDEN IN RESERVE.

. Wharton Golden, who Is aald to
have made a confesslon, will be put
on the witness stand later, TProse-
cuting’ Attorney Polsgrove sald  to-
night that suflicient evidence had al-
ready been hearl to warrant holding
Powers, but that the case would be
much stronger hefore he was through
Former Governor Brown®for the de-
fence says the evidence so far is de-
cidedly wenk.

It Is probablo that all of tWe wit-
nesses for the prosecution will be heard
by to-morrow afternoon.

During the afternoon & gsoldler in the
rear court ward dropped his revolver
on the stone flagging and it exploded,
In an instant every man In tha crowd-
ed court room was on his feet, Tully n
tialrd of them with thelr hands in thelr
pockets,

Golden was not

TESTIMONY.

Fph LHlard, warden of the Frank-
fort penltentiary, testified that he
walked just shead of Senttor Goebel,
and when the first shot was fired
sow that the second window In the of-
ce of the Secrotary of  Statk was
slizhtly ralsed. The other shots, he
suld,did not come from the saine place,
The first shot was
tifle, while the others secmed
from pistols,

Policeman Wingate Thompson testl-
fled that as the ¢rowd was earrying

to be

Goebel out of the yarid he saw armed |
men at the entrance to the executive |

building and recognized John  Davis
anil Rerry Howard among them.

Detectiva, Armstrong, of  Loulaville,
sald that Secretary Powers refused
any Information whatever at the time
of thé shooting as to who was In the
bullding.

Captain John F, Hawn, of Barbour-

e

=+=Mha— Govornor-c

cated. He mmedlately walked into the

1 say that the latter date, at which the

evidently from a|

ville, testified thot Powers had asked
hfm te turn over his ammunition and
company to Lieut. Gilbson previous té
the shooting.
Governor Brown made the polnt that
foman cannot be convieted as an alder
of o erimis unleéss sonie princlipal (a |
convicted of the erime. As the actual
murderer of Goebel has not yet been
named, the point poazdlbly involved the
liberty of Secretary Powers. Judge
Moore ruled agalnst the defense,
Silas Jones, of Whitley county, Lesti-
fled he thought the shots were fired
from the corner of the building in
which Secretary FPowers' otfice is lo=

ante-room, where he saw Capinin Da-
viz and Governor Taylor among oth-
ers,

There was conslderable exoltement.

= r oand ’
wanted to know who was shot,

“Did you see anydbne try to open .
Caleb Powers' door?' asked Attorney
Polsgrove.

“Yes, 1 anw o man with sandy whis-
kers trying to oven the door. He !
struck It with a hatehet, replied Mr.
Jones. ] -

Jonea said there was much nolse,
but he could not say that he heard
any from Secretary Powers' office. ;

On cross-examinntion Jones sald ha
sanwv Powers leave his office during tha
morning for Loulsville. This was pre- |
vious to the shoollng. The witness salg '
the shots sounded as If fired from the |
same gun, but he could not say posfs
tively whether they were fired from
the upper or the lower story of the :
bullding.

Savannah Cotton Recelptis..

(By Teiegraph to Virginlan-Pllot.)
Savannah, Ga., March 23.—For ths
fifth thne Bavannah's cotton receipts
will pass the milljon-bale mark to-
marrow. The net total at the close of
business to-day was 993,641 bales slnca
September 1. Last year the million

mirk wus reached March 17, and year
before lust Februarvy 10, Statisticians

milllun was reached this yvenr, i3 Indls ¢
cative of the shortness of the crop. 1t
i# not belleved that over 100,000 bales
more will reach this port of thls yesr'a
crop,
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